
  The Finchale Partnership 

  Keeping in Touch   
 

The parishes of the Finchale Partnership have been keeping in touch with parishioners in a number of 
different ways: 

 Priests and networks of volunteers have been phoning those who are self-isolating, to keep in 
touch, deliver prescriptions and groceries and ask if they need any help and support. 

 All of our parishes have continued to publish their weekly bulletin, and made it 
available on websites and by email.  Several parishes have been delivering bulletins 
to people who are not on the internet. We’ve included practical information, such 
as information about Foodbanks. 

 Prayer packs have been delivered to houses and care homes. 
 Catholic newspapers, candles and blessed palms have been left outside churches 

for those on daily walks to collect. 
 Priests and parishioners have posted reflections on websites and social media. 
 We’ve set up WhatsApp groups for prayer, recommended Universalis and ‘Pray As You Go’, and 

suggested a specific time when people can stop and pray, knowing that others are too. 
 None of our parishes are currently live-streaming Mass, but we have had live-streaming of rosary, 

exposition and the Office of Readings for Good Friday. 
 We have set up a number of Facebook groups, where people have shared links to prayer 

resources and also chatted about where we are going for walks, how we are managing shopping, 
what we are reading and home-schooling. 

 

 We’ve used Zoom for all sorts of things: 
o Parish Pastoral Council meetings 
o Reflection, discussions and lectio divina 
o Extral Journey in Faith sessions for those who hoped to be baptised and received at Easter. 

 We asked parishioners where they were ‘going to Mass’ and they said: 
o Newcastle Cathedral 
o Rome 

o Ampleforth 
o Lanchester 

o Hexham 
o Edinburgh 

o Farm Street 
o Clonard Monastery, 

Belfast 

o Franciscan Friary, 
Athlone 

o Seattle 

o Blackfriars Oxford 
o Pasadena 

 

Our schools 
Our primary and secondary schools are also working hard to keep in touch: 

 They are open for the children of key workers, including during the school holidays. 
 Staff are keeping in touch with children and their families, not just by providing material for 

schoolwork, but phoning to keep in touch too. 
 Our schools are providing the children and their families with material for prayer and reflection. 


